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Merry Christmas! We hope you all have a lovely and restful holiday! 
Welcome to the Schools Affiliates newsletter of the Geological Society of 
London. If you have any feedback about what you'd like to see in this 
newsletter, or schools events, resources or opportunities we should be 
spreading the word about, please contact Judi Lakin or Amy Ball.  
  
In this Newsletter: 

Your feedback!  

Terrific Scientific launch  

New Water Hardness Fact Sheets  

Earth Science Week : 'Earth Science in Action'  
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Your feedback! 

Please help us to improve our Schools Affiliates Scheme by filling in our very short online survey 
by clicking the button below. The questionnaire is 6 questions long and should only take 1-2 
minutes to complete.  
  
As a thank you for helping us out, participants in the survey will be in with the chance of 
winning the Geological Society’s bicentennial edition geological map of the British Isles for their 
school. The map is A2 size and would make a perfect edition to any geology, geography or 
science classroom display! 
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Terrific Scientific launch 

The Geological Society is involved with an exciting new BBC 
led initiative ‘Terrific Scientific’  which launched at the 
Wellcome Trust on 17 November with a Live Lesson focused 
on scientific thinking and a talk from wildlife presenter Liz 
Bonnin. 
  
The campaign, which kicks off in schools from January 2017 
will include mass-participation investigations combined with 
online videos and teaching resources. The initiative aims to 
inspire the inner scientist of 9-11 year olds from across the UK.  
  
If you know any primary school teachers that might be 
interested please encourage them to take part! 
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New Water Hardness Fact Sheets 

To support Terrific Scientific and as part of our 
2016 Year of Water the Geological Society has 
developed new fact sheets on water hardness. 
  
The fact sheet comes in two versions: one aimed at 
9-11 year olds, and one aimed at teachers, 
secondary school pupils and the general public. 
 
We now have 9 titles in our fact sheet series which 
can be used as excellent resources for geology, 
geography and science lessons: 
  
·         Water hardness 
·         Groundwater 
·         Water Resources 
·         UK Geo Heritage 
·         William Smith 
·         Energy 
·         Flooding 
·         Volcanoes 
·         Earthquakes 
  
The fact sheets can be downloaded from our website, or sent out to you on request 
(contact Amy Ball). 
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Earth Science Week : 'Earth Science in Action' 

Earth Science Week ran from 8 -16 October with the theme 
‘Earth Science in Action’ celebrating the work of geologists 
around the country. Over 50 events took place across the UK 
and Ireland making it our biggest Earth Science week yet!  
  
At the Geological Society we teamed up with the British 
Geological Survey to hold an Earth Science Week workshop on 
Sustainable Water Supplies for Communities for A-Level 
students. Resources from the event will be made available 
online soon! 
  

Many thanks to everyone who participated in Earth Science Week, to find out more, including a 
full list of events and winners from this years photography competition, visit the website. 
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National Schools Geology Challenge  

 
After an extremely successful competition this year in April, regional heats for our 2017 
Schools Geology Challenge have already started to take place! 
  
The winners of the heats will be put through to the competition final, held at the Geological 
Society, Burlington House, London on Wednesday 3 May 2017, where they will give a 5 minute 
talk, present a conference style poster and battle it out against other schools in a geoscience 
quiz. 
  
If your school is interested in taking part in the challenge email your regional group to find out 
if you still have time to take part! 
  
Find out more about the Schools Geology Challenge, including the rules and guidelines for the 
competition and photos from last years finals, on the website. 
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Geoscience Education Academy 

Our 2016 Geoscience Education Academy was a resounding success – thank you so much to 
everyone who came along, your feedback was overwhelmingly positive so it’s clear that you 
found the training worthwhile and a lot of fun! We hope you have been enjoying the resources, 
please tell us your favourites and let us know how you have implemented geology into your 
lessons. 
  
This year’s GEA will be held from Tuesday 25 to Friday 28 July 2017 at the Geological Society, 
Burlington House, London. The GEA is completely free to attend with all travel reimbursed and 
accommodation provided. 
  
We already have a number people interested in attending, so if you wish to be involved please 
visit the website for more information and email Liz Pedley to register your interest. If you have 
attended and enjoyed one of our previous GEAs please encourage your fellow science and 
geography teachers to sign up too! 
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2017 Year of Risk 

  
As the end of 2016 fast approaches so does our Year of Water. After two successful themed 
years we are looking forward to 2017 which will be our Year of Risk. 
 
Risks relating to geohazards have intensified with population growth, particularly in the 
developing world. Endangered water supplies from contaminated groundwater, an increasing 
population living within earthquake zones and the environmental impacts of resource extraction 
are some of the issues that will inevitably affect future generations. Geoscientists must 
therefore be able to inform and engage policy makers and stakeholders in the concept of risks.  
 
The Year of Risk will be explored through our education programme as well as through research 
conferences, lectures and other activities throughout 2017. 
 
Check out some of our teaching resources including fact sheets and video links to our London 
lecture programme from our past 2016 Year of Water and 2015 Year of Mud, and visit the 
website to find out more about our 2017 Year of Risk. 
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